The island of Crete has two things which distinguish it from other Greek islands - magnificent mountains and a remarkably rich history. The fifth largest island in the Mediterranean, the population of 500,000 is confined to the north coast by the huge mountain ranges that make up the backbone of the long, slender island. Much of eastern Crete is now lost to package tourism - a nightmare of neon and happy hours bars. The west, however, has the higher mountains, the more rugged coastline and the smaller beaches. Long, cloud-free summers ensure large numbers will continue to descend simply to soak up the sun. The more adventurous will find a wonderful archaeological heritage and astonishing scenery.

Chania has two parts. The modern Town which is where the day to day business of the Chania goes on, with its shops and offices, the post office and banks, the renowned indoor market and the bus station. The Old Town built around the Venetian harbour with numerous picturesque narrow streets and architecture showing the influence of decades of foreign domination. Recent excavations have established that the ancient city of Kydonia was located here also


In the summer it is often a little too crowded with tourists and is best visited early in the morning.
The market is open Monday to Saturday from 8.00 am to 1.30 or 2.00 pm and Tuesday, Thursday and Friday evening from 5.00 to 8.00 pm

Crete has the earliest and the longest summers in Greece. In spring the island is awash with flowers many native to the island. By July the days are extremely hot and often blighted by the north-westerly meltemi wind which can make making beach sunbathing uncomfortable and the north coast seas fairly rough. Rainfall is virtually non existent between mid-May and the end of August - in 2000 it did not rain from April until the end of October. Autumn storms can last a week or so and it is often a better idea to go for a two week break at the end of the season. November can be a warm, balmy month and the big tour operators have ended their seasons by then. The long, high mountain ranges down the backbone of the island can result in marked regional variations and fierce storms in the north may never reach the sheltered south. In general the south is hotter than the north and the west wetter than the east. The mountain regions are always cooler and are often covered in snow well into the spring.

Kalives has two beaches. The main town beach is an arc of golden sand sweeping around the bay and backed by trees and tavernas. slopes gently into a shallow sea, making it ideal for children

 The eastern end houses a small harbour beneath the cliffs. At the opposite end a small river runs between buildings of the Kalives Beach Hotel.  Over the bridge the sand turns to sharp grit before petering out at a long narrow road that separates a string of apartments from the sea. At the end of this road, and virtually the end of the village, is the western beach. This is a long narrow affair, much quieter than the main beach and backed by a sea wall with a few choice tavernas. 

Sands are narrow at the western beach but much quieter. Tavernas can be found above on the sea wall embankment.
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Three beaches are strung together around the bay, one of stone, one small but sheltered strip of sand and the main beach which is very sandy and somewhat larger. Taverna tables sit directly over the beach along on one stretch. The remaining beach enjoys modern facilities which include sunbeds, showers and a toilet block. At the far end of the main beach is a small harbour recently rebuilt. Here is found the best sand and the safest water. The western end of the beach suffers from underwater rocks and notices warn of dangerous currents. In the bay is the small rock islet of Karga where the ruins of an ancient Phoenician wall can be seen.

Three rivers run into the sea at Georgoupolis. The main river is salty and its mouth creates a small harbour. Another smaller river cuts through the very long sandy beach and the third reaches the sea at a small cove to the west of the village. The neighbouring marshy flats are ideal for birds, turtles. The place has grown quickly from a small fishing village to a moderate sized tourist resort. Popular with .The sands east of the village stretch for almost 7km. The flat beach is exposed to the northern winds and can feel very bleak when the weather is poor.

